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Welcome
Villa Maria College has proudly served the Catholic 
community of Christchurch for more than 100 years. 
Founded in 1918 by the Sisters of Mercy, our school was 
established to provide a Catholic education for girls based 
on strong values and a caring community.

Our education is inspired by the vision of Catherine 
McAuley, the founder of the Sisters of Mercy. Her values 
continue to guide life at Villa Maria, with a strong emphasis 
on compassion, service to others, and contributing 
positively to the wider community.

At Villa Maria College, we are committed to developing 
lifelong learners. We encourage every student to achieve 
her academic goals while nurturing her individual talents 
and interests. Our strong pastoral care system ensures that 
each girl is supported in a warm and compassionate 
environment, helping her grow into a confident, capable, 
and caring young woman.

Mercy Attributes
At the heart of our College are the attributes of Mercy:

¨ Education that is grounded in the Gospel

¨ Respect for the dignity, worth and potential of every 
human being

¨ Concern for the poor and the disadvantaged

¨ Concern for justice

Values
¨ Whakaute – Respect

¨ Tika – Justice

¨ Manaakitanga – Hospitality

These values are an integral part of how we do things at 
Villa and the students will find them referred to frequently 
in a variety of different situations. Our desire is that these 
values become an integral part in the development of your 
daughter over the next five to seven years.

Learning Behaviours
As a College, we work to develop learning behaviours in our 
girls, which equip them to make a difference in their lives 
and the lives of our community.

The four Learning Behaviours are:

¨ Māia - Courage

¨ Mahi tahi - Collaboration

¨ Manawaroa - Resilience

¨ Āta wherawhera – Critical and Creative Thinking

Meet the Team

Ms Deborah Brosnahan 
Principal 

Mrs Cheryl Etheridge 
Director of International Students

Ms Karlien Schreuder
Accommodation Manager

Mrs Angela Palmer
Head of Languages and ESOL Teacher
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BRODIE

The colour of our House is and we are named ORANGE, 
after Bishop Brodie, who was the Catholic Bishop of 
Christchurch when Villa Maria was opened in 1918. 

CLAVER

The colour of this House is  This House is PURPLE.
named after Mother Mary Claver who established the 
first Villa community. 

ENNIS
The colour of this House is  Ennis is the name of GREEN.
a town on the west coast of Ireland. The first Sisters of 
Mercy in the Christchurch Diocese came from Ennis, 
Ireland in 1878. 

Our Houses
On arrival at Villa Maria College, your daughter will be 
placed in one of our six Houses, each led by a Head of 
House who oversees the pastoral care of students. The 
House system fosters camaraderie and a strong sense of 
belonging across all year levels, providing senior-junior 

mentoring, opportunities for socialisation, and a safe 
environment to explore sport and cultural interests. 
Students also develop teamwork and leadership skills and 
cultivate respect for different opinions, cultures, and ways 
of doing things.

Pastoral Care and Wellbeing
Villa Maria College is known for its warm, family-like 
atmosphere. Students are encouraged to care for one 
another and contribute positively to the life of the College 
community. Our strong pastoral care systems ensure that 
every student is supported throughout her time at school. 
We focus on the whole person, supporting students’ 
spiritual, emotional, physical, and practical wellbeing. The 
College also has clear support systems to help identify 

students who may be experiencing challenges or stressful 
times, so that appropriate care and assistance can be 
provided. Small class sizes and a culture of mutual respect 
between students and teachers mean that girls receive 
personal attention and guidance when they need it most. 
We also place great importance on maintaining strong 
communication with families, working together to support 
each student’s wellbeing and success.
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GRACE

The colour of this House is  Grace house is named BLUE.
after the very first student to be on the register, Grace 
McCormick. 

McAULEY

The colour of this House is  McAuley House is YELLOW.
named after Catherine McAuley, the founder of the 
Sisters of Mercy.

MERCY

The colour of this House is  Villa is the only Mercy RED.
school for girls in the South Island and holds a very 
special place for our own sisters of Mercy who founded 
the College in 1918. 

AKO Groups
Your daughter will be part of an AKO Group, a small 
pastoral group that meets each day. During this time 
students gather for prayer, attendance, and important 
daily notices.

Students remain in the same AKO Group throughout 
their time at the College, helping them build strong 
relationships and a sense of belonging. The AKO teacher 
supports students’ wellbeing and provides a trusted 
person your daughter can talk to for guidance, advice, 
and support during her years at the College.

International Buddy Programme
Studying in Christchurch is an exciting adventure, but we 
understand that arriving in a new country can also feel a 
little overwhelming. To help you feel welcome and 
supported, you will be matched with a Villa Maria student 
buddy before you arrive in New Zealand.

Your buddy will contact you by email to introduce herself 
and welcome you to Villa. She can answer any questions 
you may have about the school, teachers, classes, and 
student life.

When you start school, your buddy will be a friendly face to 
support you and help you settle in. Our Villa girls love 
meeting students from around the world and will help you 
understand life at our school and in New Zealand. They can 
also share helpful tips so you can make the most of your 
time at Villa Maria College.

Be sure to reply to your buddy’s email or message. it’s a 
great way to start practising your English and making your 
first friend at Villa!
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Cultural Opportunities
Cultural opportunities play a significant role in the life of 
Villa students. We foster, nurture and grow the talents of 
our girls over the years they are with us. A vibrant cultural 
programme, where girls can seize opportunities, is central 
to our philosophy here at Villa.

Girls have a range of cultural opportunities at Villa, 
including:

® Choirs

® Choral Festival

® Showcase Concerts

® Debating

® Kapa Haka

® Pasifika Group

® Music Groups

® Itinerant Music Lessons

® College Production

MUSIC LESSONS: Students who wish to take instrumental 
lessons should indicate their interest at the time of 
enrolment. A wide range of instruments is available, and 
lessons are provided during the school day by specialist 
music tutors. There is no additional cost for this 
programme. As places fill quickly, early registration is 
recommended.
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Sport
Villa is known as one of the highest achieving and well-
known girls’ schools for sport in Christchurch and New 
Zealand. There is a sport here for everyone. Whether you 
want to compete at the highest level or just want to 
participate for fun.

We offer 34 different sports codes.

Currently we are:

Ÿ We are the top girl’s school in the South Island for 
athletics

Ÿ The top girls’ school in New Zealand for swimming

Ÿ We are in the top 3 in the South Island for Water polo 
and Volleyball

Ÿ We are title holders in Coast to Coast adventure race

Ÿ And we have many students representing Canterbury 
and New Zealand in various sports.

We are fortunate to have high-calibre coaches coaching 
many of our teams.

But we also understand that sport isn’t everyone’s favourite 
thing. Sport at Villa is not just about success in winning 
medals and titles, it’s about having fun, forming friendships 
and being involved.

At College events like swimming sports, cross country, and 
athletics day, you can choose to take part in either the 
competitive races or the fun events – it’s up to you!

Everyone gets involved and has a fun day dressing up and 
earning points for your House.

We encourage students to find a sport that suits them, but 
most importantly we encourage all girls to participate and 
have fun in whatever they do.
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EOTC at Villa Maria College
Our international department arranges trips that give 
students the chance to explore New Zealand while building 
friendships and confidence. Highlights include visits to 

Hanmer Springs, the International Antarctic Centre, and 
Willowbank Wildlife Reserve, offering a fun and memorable 
introduction to Kiwi culture and adventure.

Christchurch

Villa Maria College is located in 
Christchurch, just minutes from 
shops, cafes, and recreational activities. 

Christchurch is a resilient, vibrant, and 
rapidly evolving city, often hailed as 
New Zealand’s ‘happiest city’, 
blending modern infrastructure 
with strong community 
connection, easy access 
to stunning nature, and 
a ‘cool,’ rejuvenated 
vibe.

Cashel Mall Tram Walk in Christchurch

Birds eye view of Hanmer Springs
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Our Facilities
Villa Maria College offers modern, well-equipped facilities 
designed to help every girl learn, create, and succeed. From 
science and technology labs to creative arts and music 

spaces, as well as excellent sports facilities, students have 
access to the resources they need to explore their interests, 
develop their talents, and enjoy a vibrant school life.
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Course Overview Years 7–13
COURSE   Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13

Accounting         

Accounting & Economics      

BioChemistry     

Biology 

Business Studies      

Calculus (Math)      

Chemistry      

Classical Studies      

Commerce    

Cultural Performance     

Dance

Design      

Digital Technologies

Drama 

Economics       

English

English (EAL/EAP) 

Financial Literacy 

Food

French 

Future Intentions (FISS)      

Gateway      

Geography  

Health      

History     

Japanese 

Legal Studies
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Course Overview Years 7–13 continued

Please note: Course curriculum is subject to ongoing review.
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Homestays
Where Will My Child Live 
in New Zealand?
Our homestays offer students the warmth and stability of 
family life while studying in New Zealand. Host families are 
carefully selected and supported by the college.

Homestay families support students by:

Ÿ Providing daily care and encouragement

Ÿ Helping them settle into life in New Zealand

Ÿ Supporting English development through everyday 
communication

A Family Away from Home
Sending a child overseas is a big decision, and parents 
naturally ask:

“Who will take care of my child when I am not there?”

In New Zealand, schools take this responsibility seriously. 
When a student lives in a homestay, their safety, wellbeing, 
and happiness are always the school’s priority. Under 
national regulations, schools must ensure international 
students are:

Ÿ Safe

Ÿ Well cared for

Ÿ Supported emotionally and academically

Parents are never alone in this process — the college walks 
alongside each family to ensure every student is cared for 
in all aspects of their life here.

Our international team works closely with families to 
understand:

Ÿ Each student’s age and maturity

Ÿ English ability and confidence

Ÿ Emotional needs

Ÿ Academic goals

A Message to Parents
Your child is safe. Your child is cared for. Your child belongs.

Choosing New Zealand means choosing an education 
system that values wellbeing, kindness, responsibility, and 
academic success. We know your child is your greatest 
treasure, and we will care for them as if they were our own.
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What a School Day Looks Like
Bell Times
At Villa Maria College, we have a set routine of bell times, 
and these are below. You can find the Bell Times published 
on the College website at http://www.villa.school.nz/villa-
parents/bell-times/ and also on the Villa App in the ‘News’ 
section.

  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

 P1 8:45 - 9:45 8:45 - 9:45 9:15 - 10:15 8:45 - 9:45 8:45 - 9:45 

 P2 9:45 - 10:45 9:45 - 10:45 10:15 - 11:15 9:45 - 10:45 9:45 - 10:45

  10:45 - 11:15 10:45 - 11:15 11:15 - 11:25 10:45 - 11:15 10:45 - 10:55

 Interval 11:15 - 11:30 11:15 - 11:30 11:25 - 11:45 11:15 - 11:30 10:55 - 11:15

 P3 11:30 - 12:30 11:30 - 12:30 11:45 - 12:45 11:30 - 12:30 11:15 - 12:15

 P4 12:30 - 1:30 12:30 - 1:30 (No P4 today) 12:30 - 1:30 12:15 - 1.15

 Lunch 1:30 - 2:00 1:30 - 2:00 12:45 - 1:30 1:30 - 2:00 1:15 - 2:00

 P5 2:00 - 3:00 2:00 - 3:00 1:30 - 2:30 2:00 - 3:00 2:00 - 3:00

Ako and Assemby
on Tuesday

Timetables
Students will receive their own personal timetables at the start of the year. It will look similar to the example below. The 
timetable shows each class and location, the classroom teacher and bell times. The timetable may initially appear 
confusing. However, the international team at Villa will help students understand their timetables and find the places they 
need to know during the Orientation Days.

An example of a Year 9 student’s Timetable is below:

ROOM  

 

SUBJECT

 

9SOS
13:30

SMC KT212

TEACHER

TIME
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College Map
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Our Uniform
Summer Uniform
« Navy blue dress – length worn mid-calf 

« College lavalava with white summer Villa Maria 
College shirt  

« Cobalt and navy stripe cardigan 

« Pin stripe blazer 

« Villa Maria College white socks

« Blue Tie for Year 7-12 students

« Red Tie for Year 13 students

« Black T bar shoes or black leather shoes. No slip-on 
shoes or roman sandals are permitted. (Toes must be 
covered - Health and Safety requirement.)  

Winter Uniform
« Winter Villa Maria College shirt

« College lavalava with white winter Villa Maria College 
shirt

« Navy skirt – length worn mid-calf

« Navy pants

« Cobalt and navy stripe cardigan

« Pin stripe blazer

« Navy over-the-knee socks

« Blue Tie for Year 7-12 students

« Red Tie for Year 13 students

« College scarf

« Black T bar shoes or black leather shoes. No slip-on 
shoes or roman sandals are permitted. (Toes must be 
covered - Health and Safety requirement.)  

PE Uniform  

Blue shorts and a white sports top. Plain black track pants 
and leggings are also acceptable. There is the option of a 
hoodie. Other sports teams may need additional uniforms.
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Student Reviews
Le Nhat Anh Nguyen (Vietnam)
International Leader 2025 
Studying Nursing at AUT in Auckland

As the second child in a family of 
five, I soon realised that education 
is the key to achieving my goals so I 
chose Villa Maria College as a 
school where I would enrich my 
experiences and continue 
developing myself. I am honoured 
to become International Student 
Leader for 2025 at Villa Maria 

College. Taking part in school activities, clubs and sports 
teams allows me to build friendships, gain peer support, 
and experiences, and create unforgettable memories.

Villa Maria College and Christchurch have given me more 
than just an education, they have given me a second home 
and the confidence to keep following my dreams, I feel like 
I do not stand alone, many people surround me and always 
support me. “Once a Villa girl, always a Villa girl.” 
Christchurch has been a perfect city due to its lifestyle and 
welcoming atmosphere. Everyone that I have ever met in 
New Zealand is surprisingly friendly, making me feel at 
home. I feel that I am loved and cared for by Villa, in my 
community.

I-Tung Laura Liu (Taiwan)
Current year 13
International Leader

Studying at Villa Maria College 
would definitely be one of the 
highlights in my journey exploring 
New Zealand. The supportive and 
welcoming atmosphere from 
teachers and students is amazing. I 
have never been treated differently 
or felt any uncomfortable as an 
international student at Villa.

I enjoy living in Christchurch 

because of its friendly community. I continue my favourite 
sport, fencing in Christchurch. My coach and people in the 
fencing community are all welcoming and kind to me. 
Doing a hobby has helped me to make more local friends 
and make me feel like a part of New Zealand culture rather 
than just a foreigner. I am also very lucky to have a nice 
homestay, they drive me to all my training and 
competitions as they would do for their children.

Studying abroard has built me from a shy little girl into an 
independent big brave girl. This experience has helped me 
develop lots of essential skills. I am now more comfortable 
sharing my ideas with others, asking questions in class, and 
finding solutions to challenges. These abilities will definitely 
benefit in my future both academically and personally.

Aoi Tsunemi (Japan)
Graduated 2025
University in Japan

Studying in Christchurch became a 
precious experience for me. I was 
able to not only improve my English 
skills but also connect with other 
people from different cultures and 
understand and respect the varied 
perspectives of different societies.

One of the best experiences in Villa 
was serving as an international 
leader. I have learned a lot of 

things, such as how to organise school events, how new 
international students could be aware of school events 
easily, and the importance of building relationships 
between other college leaders and teachers.

Joining in activities in Villa is also a great opportunity to 
meet people who have the same interests as me. For me, 
joining the choir was a big change in my high school life. I 
can still remember on the first day I joined choir, I thought 
how cool that even though I didn’t know anyone in there, 
we could connect with each other and unite through 
music. This made me expand my comfort zone and find out 
where I really belonged. I believe that studying in Villa, 
surrounded by great teachers and friends, would be a great 
experience for every student!



21 Peer Street   |   Christchurch 8041   |   New Zealand

www.villa.school.nz
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