
 
 
 

Villa Maria College Netball Selection Policies and Season Procedures 
 
Purpose 
To give all student players the opportunity to represent Villa Maria College at a level suitable 
of their ability as well as to select teams that will best represent the College at each grade in 
competitions. 
 
Through team selection, Villa Maria College aims to: 
- Ensure each girl is given equal opportunity to be considered for teams as well as 

provide the players with abundant development opportunities to reach their upmost 
potential 

- Play a highly skilled level of netball consistently 
- Gain success at all levels of participation 
- Provide enthusiastic coaches as well as suitable managers and umpires 
- Provide support and development opportunities to everyone involved in the sport.   

 
Trial Format 
Trial dates will be advised with time in advance to allow all students wishing to be 
considered for teams to make themselves available for the days. Trials may continue to 
occur; with no exact number of days, until the selection of teams is made.  
 
Trial games will be approximately 7-10 minutes in length and each individual will get a 
minimum of two opportunities with at least one of these in one of their preferred positions. 
 
The selectors will evaluate a variety of aspects of the players game including; warmup, 
teamwork, leadership, attitude, coach-ability, communication, combinations, fitness, skill and 
individual player characteristics. Many aspects of an individual’s trial will be evaluated to 
determine what team a player is selected for. 
 
Selectors reserve the right to adjust timings of games and players positions based on what 
they see in the games.  
 
Year 10 players have the opportunity to trial for the Senior A team. A player would only be 
selected at this age if they were seen to be able to take the court consistently at a Premier 
level. All Year 10s will still attend their year group trials.  
 
Selection Policy 
- Team selections will be carried out by the selection panel of independent selectors. 

Previous season information will be given to selectors, however; the selectors will 
consider all players equally to begin.  

- Selections will be announced promptly after trials. 
- The selectors decision is final. 

 



Individuals trialling have the right to request feedback from selectors via email after trials. 
This will be supplied as soon as possible. This should be requested promptly after trials to 
allow for the most accurate feedback to be given to trialists. 
 
Registration payments are required before trials commence. If a player wishes to withdraw 
from a team after team selections is announced they must do so within 48hours of 
announcement to receive a refund. Failure to do so within this time frame will result in an 
inability to provide a refund due to having fixed affiliation costs and paying team fees.  
 
Season Protocol 
All players must make themselves available for the entire season of Saturday games and 
training days, chosen by coaches of teams. If players are unable to make certain 
days/dates, it is expected you will make this known to your coach in advance.  
 
Those in the 9A or 10A teams need to be available for the Junior South Island Secondary 
School Tournament which is held in the first week of the July holidays. This is a key part of 
the season and those selected in the 9/10A team should be available. 
 
Likewise, the Senior A team has a tournament annually during Winter Tournament Week 
(dates change slightly each year). As this is during school time, players should be free 
already – however this is an expectation to be available for. Furthermore, if the team is 
successful in reaching the Top 5 of SISS they will progress to Nationals. Again, it is an 
expectation that if the team does make this tournament, players will be available for this 
(usually second week of Term 3 holidays).  
 
Members of the 9A, 10A, Senior B and Senior A teams all play in a Wednesday netball 
competition. Those selected in these teams must be available on Wednesdays for these 
games. This means that players in these teams are unavailable to play another Wednesday 
sport.  
 
Players are expected to play under and follow the rules of the College at all times. This 
includes fair play, inclusiveness and encouragement. Any instances that do not follow this 
will be reported to staff and taken seriously.  
 
All teams except the Senior A/B team run on a fair game time policy up until the completion 
round. This means that all players should receive fair opportunities on court during games. It 
is expected that all coaches should keep track of quarters played throughout the season so 
if you have any queries please see the coaches. If further issues arise seek assistance from 
the Netball Coordinator.  
 
Fair game time is also not required at SISS tournaments for the Year 9 and Year 10A teams.  
 
Uniform 
It is expected that all players where the appropriate netball uniform. Correct sport socks from 
the uniform shop must be worn whilst playing. If a player wishes to wear a thermal under 
their playing top this MUST be navy. This coloured thermal is our registered playing gear. 
Black and white thermals cannot be worn under the top.  
 
Members of the 9A, 10A, Senior B and Senior A are all required to have a Villa Maria 
tracksuit for the season, and this is to be worn to/from and at the courts.  
 
Team Numbers Management 
If the number of players in a team decrease through the season due to injury, sickness etc. 
Where possible a player from the team one place below will be asked to fill in. This should 
be seen as an opportunity for all players. If a coach has asked a player to fill in, it should be 



expected they will take the court where possible. Note: this is different from asking a player 
to be a backup where they may only take the court if an injury occurs.  
 
If the team below is playing at the same time; where possible we will try to seek players from 
other teams however this will be decided based on each circumstance. This will ultimately 
be the decision of the coaches along with help from the Netball Coordinator if it is required. 
 
In CNC rules, players in closed grades may play up a total of twelve (12) quarters per 
season without penalty. Players in all age grades may play up a grade/division/section a 
maximum of three (3) times per season without penalty. This will be attempted to be avoided 
where possible however a long-term injury may require a player to be permanently brought 
up. Both players and parents should be encouraging and understanding of this 
circumstance. All registered players are required to play no less than eight (8) complete 
quarters for their nominated team for the season. 
 
Coaching and Management 
Please remember that like the players, coaches are also learning as they go. Throughout the 
season, optimal support will be supplied to student coaches when and wherever they 
require. It is expected that with this, both players and parents provide the opportunity for 
these coaches to learn through experiences by showing respect and understanding.  
 
Managers are there to support and assist the coaches. We are greatly appreciative of all the 
help you provide to our coaches. Issues around game play should be brought up with the 
coaches before the manager to allow our coaches to cope with the situation themselves.  
 
If a parent or supporter has an issue, they are not to approach coaches or managers during 
game play. 
 
Player Code of Behaviour 
As a Villa Maria Netball player I agree to: 
- Play for enjoyment 
- Play hard but fair 
- Play by the rules of the game 
- Be entirely committed to my team. Both trainings and games 
- Never argue with game officials 
- Be a good sport and show fair play 
- Remember the ultimate goals of the game are to have fun and develop skills 
- Use appropriate and acceptable language at all times 
- Thank the opposition and game officials at the end of a match 
- Respect the rights, dignity and worth of all individuals. 

 
 

These policies are reviewed annually. Last reviewed 01/02/2022 


