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2020 LEADERS
Left to Right: Wakana Yamaji (International), Meg Inwood (Academic),
Patricia Ingle (Service), Kate Davies (Deputy Head Girl), Isabella Grant
(Head Girl), Julia Wynands (Sports), Alice Feasey (Cultural), Amēlie Harris
(Head Librarian)

Villa Maria College is a Catholic College; the foundation for everything
we do is our Catholic faith, which we express through our Mercy
charism. Villa Maria College aims to offer spiritual formation and
pastoral care in the tradition of Catherine McAuley and the Sisters of
Mercy, who founded the College in 1918.

Mission Statement
Empowering each young woman to determine her potential, live Gospel values, confidently
embrace life-long learning, and as a Mercy woman, be inspired to make a difference.

Motto
That you may learn to Prize what is of Value – Ut Probetis Potiora
Our motto comes from the Latin version of the Scriptures. It was chosen by Sister Pauline
O’Regan in the 1960s (then Sister Jerome, Principal of Villa Maria College). The Scripture
text is from St Paul’s Letter to the Philippians: (1:3-6, 9-10a, 11 New Revised Standard
Version).

Mercy Attributes
At the heart of our College are the attributes of Mercy:
• Education that is grounded in the Gospel
• Respect for the dignity, worth and potential of every human being
• Concern for the poor and the disadvantaged
• Concern for justice.

Values
• Whakaute – Respect
• Tika – Justice
• Manaakitanga – Hospitality.
These values are an integral part of how we do things at Villa and the students will find
them referred to frequently in a variety of different situations. Our desire is that these
values become an integral part in the development of your daughter over the next five or
seven years.

Learning Behaviours
As a College, we work to develop learning behaviours in our girls, which equip them to
make a difference in their lives and the lives of our community.
The four Learning Behaviours are:
• Māia - Courage
• Mahi tahi - Collaboration
• Manawaroa - Resilience
• Āta wherawhera – Critical and Creative Thinking.

Kia Ora, Talofa Lava, Mālō e Lelei,
Konnichi Wa, Ni Sa Bula, Fun Young Humni Da,
Ni Hao, Aha Lan, Ni Hao Ma
This year, we will be undertaking our Open Day a little
differently. Ordinarily, families would be able to take a tour
of the College and see our students and staff in action.
However, on this occasion, we invite you to view our
classrooms digitally with a virtual tour. You can follow this
link to the tour http://virtualtour.villa.school.nz/
You will find a wealth of information about Villa Maria
College, our mission and values in this booklet. You will
also see our outstanding academic achievement and get
an insight into our pastoral care programme. We are proud
to offer a wide range of cultural and sporting opportunities
for girls at all year levels. We invite you to read on and
explore all that Villa Maria College has to offer.

Villa Maria College has served the Catholic community in Christchurch for over 100 years.
Our school was established by the Sisters of Mercy as a Catholic school for girls in 1918. In
1981, we became an Integrated School providing education with a Special Character. It is
the vision of Catherine McAuley, founder of the Sisters of Mercy that is implemented, tested
and challenged in all our education at Villa Maria. That means there is an emphasis on
service to others and the community. Girls are educated in Catholic social teachings, and
this Catholic character is evident in everything that we do. Students at all year levels have
opportunities to be of service and/or act for justice.
Villa Maria College is well situated with beautiful grounds, with great facilities and most
importantly, excellent staff. We pride ourselves on our whole school learning community,
where all teachers engage in professional development and undertake specific inquiry
learning projects each year so that we are engaged in continuous improvement as a staff.
As a community, we seek to provide strong pastoral care for all students and build their
sense of belonging. Our girls are encouraged to set themselves stretch goals and to review
these regularly as they strive to exceed their own targets. Our girls develop from Villa girls
into Mercy women, with an academic, service, co-curricular and spiritual programme of
development.
I hope to be able to meet each of you as we are able.
God bless you and your family.
Deborah Brosnahan
PRINCIPAL

Why choose Villa Maria College?
If you are seeking quality education, academic achievement and wide co-curricular
programmes then Villa Maria College has to be your number one choice for your daughter.
It is the special character, the Mercy character, that makes Villa Maria College unique. We
seek to live Gospel values and infuse a culture of Mercy throughout all aspects of College
life.
As a Mercy College, we aim to offer clear guidance to students for acceptable behaviour
and self-discipline. We provide a structured environment where girls are exposed to good
role models in an atmosphere which affirms gospel and family values. We also celebrate
uniqueness and diversity and encourage participation and leadership at all levels.
The benefit of an all girls’ College is that the teachers can match their teaching to the way
girls learn, and develop their courses to meet girls’ needs. In an all girls’ environment, girls
are taken seriously. They can work through the challenges of adolescence safely and they
thrive and excel with strong female and male role models to inspire them.

The Villa Maria College Family
The family atmosphere at Villa Maria College is no accident.
Students are encouraged to look after each other and give
something back to the life of the College. Below are some of the
systems we have in place which help to make Villa a caring place.
The House System – On arrival at Villa Maria College, your
daughter will be placed in one of our six ‘Houses’. The Houses are
designed to encourage camaraderie and a sense of belonging
between students across all year levels. Each House is led by a
Head of House who oversees the pastoral care of the students.
AKO Groups – Your daughter will also be placed in an AKO Group.
She will be with four or five members of each year level including her
own. AKO Groups meet daily for prayer, roll check and the daily notices. Your daughter will
remain in that AKO for her years at the College. Sisters are placed in the same House but
different AKO Groups.
Peer Tutoring – Year 13 students get a chance to give something back in their second and
third terms by sharing knowledge of their chosen subjects with younger students.
Peer Support – At the very start of Year 12, selected students attend a training day to learn
how to be Peer Support Leaders. The purpose of this scheme is to help Year 9 students
settle into Villa and to provide leadership opportunities for Year 12 girls. The students find it
rewarding helping new girls to find their place at Villa.
The Guidance Network – The entire staff work in a caring fashion to help students through
their teenage years. There are also specific guidance professionals available to the
students. The Guidance Counsellors are happy to help any student who is having personal,
social or behavioural problems. The Careers Advisor is based in a well-equipped Careers
Centre and assists students in their vocational and educational choices.

Our Academic Record
Villa Maria College aims to bring out the best in all students; girls are encouraged to strive
for excellence and develop an appreciation for life-long learning.
Our outstanding academic results reflect the continuing exemplary standard of our students
and staff. Our results place our students amongst the top students in New Zealand. Here is
a snapshot of our 2019 NCEA results – the most recent data.
98.7% of our Year 11 students gained NCEA Level One. This compares to 69.3%
nationally and 92.4% of decile 9 girls’ schools.
98.6% of our Year 12 students gained NCEA Level Two. This compares to 76.6% of all
students nationally and 95.6% of students at decile 9 schools.
97.8% of our Year 13 students gained NCEA Level Three. This compares with 66.2% of
students nationally and 91.6% of students at equivalent decile 9 schools.
91% of our Year 13 students gained University Entrance. This is well above the national
rate of 47.8% and an equivalent rate of 82% at decile 9 girls’ schools.
This reflects the focus of Kaiako and Heads of Houses to know each girl, their story and to
work with them to achieve their goals. We know not every girl will go to University; however,
we are delighted that our students have this as a viable option should they choose to follow
this pathway.
The graph below shows Villa’s 2019 NCEA Level One, Two, Three and University Entrance
results. Villa’s results are shown in blue. Other decile 9 schools are shown in orange, and
the national average is shown in grey.

Curriculum Guide
Academic course outlines for all Year Levels are available on our website.
Go to www.villa.school.nz > Learning > Curriculum Guide Yr 7-13

Our Special Character: Mercy
Catherine McAuley was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1778. In 1824 she used her inheritance
from an Irish couple she had served for twenty years to build a large House of Mercy where
she and other lay women would shelter homeless women, reach out to the sick and dying
and educate poor girls. The House on Baggot Street opened in 1827. To give these efforts
greater stability, Catherine and her co-workers founded a new religious congregation. On
12 December 1831, she and two others professed their vows as the first Sisters of Mercy.
Before her death on 11 November 1841, Catherine founded convents and works of mercy
throughout Ireland and England.
The Mercy Charism is an integral part of the College. It pervades all aspects of the life of
the College. All involved in our community are encouraged to practise the attributes of
Mercy.
Villa Maria College is Catholic - each student is required to take part in Religious Studies
classes and the religious life of the College - prayer, Mass, retreats and the general day-today living of Gospel values. It is the heart of the College.
Sacramental Preparation is available at Villa, in collaboration with parishes, for those
wishing to prepare for Baptism, First Reconciliation and First Communion. Every
Wednesday lunch, Mass is offered in the Te Manawa Atawhai Catherine McAuley Centre.
Anyone from the College community is welcome to attend.

Service and Justice
As part of our Special Character, all students are expected to provide service where they
see a need. It may be in informal situations or formally as a group. Year 13 students offer
their time to the College or the community in other service projects.

Mercy Action Groups
Mercy Action Groups are special interest groups in the College and are student led. They
look for ways to respond with justice and service to the needs of people in our College, in
the community and in the world by focusing on the Works of Mercy in the tradition of
Catherine McAuley.
During the year there are many activities which support the development of the school
community as a faith community: daily prayer, liturgies, assembly prayer, College Eucharists
and Reconciliations, retreats, visits to the chapel, Eucharist opportunity each week,
gatherings with parents and students, and College-wide celebrations of key feast days of
importance in the Church and to this community. Additionally, there are formal Religious
Education classes which are a significant part of the school curriculum. In Years 7 - 8,
students undertake the 1998 primary programme while Years 9 - 13 students follow the
national secondary programme as laid down by the New Zealand Catholic Bishop’s
Conference, Understanding Faith, in 1991.
Our Director of Religious Studies Thomas Newton oversees the special character of the
school and we also have a College Chaplain April Williams, whose focus is to support
students in their personal faith journeys and seek to provide ways in which they can deepen
their relationship with God and serve the Church. She works closely with the College’s
Service Captains seeking practical ways to enrich students’ faith through promoting the
works of Mercy through action, prayer and reflection. April is also involved in the running of
Sacramental programmes and student retreats.

Religious Studies Programme
Villa Maria College students follow the National Curriculum in Years 7 and 8 and the
Understanding Faith Curriculum in Years 9 to 13. These programmes are endorsed by the
New Zealand Catholic Bishops. Religious Studies is compulsory at Villa Maria College for
students in all year levels. The time allotted for Religious Studies at the College ranges from
2.5 to 4 hours per week. Senior students are assessed against NCEA achievement
standards and Religious Studies is recognised as a university entrance subject (with certain
provisos).
Year 7/8 Religious Studies Units
God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit, The Church, The Sacraments and Communion of Saints.
Year 9 Religious Studies Units
My Story, Creation and Co-creation, The Life and Times of Jesus, The Eucharist and the
Church’s Year, and The Beginnings of the Church in Aotearoa New Zealand.
Year 10 Religious Studies Units
My Identity, The Meaning and Significance of the Eucharist, Sinfulness and Reconciliation,
The Teachings of Jesus, and The Church in the Middle Ages.
Year 11 Religious Studies Units
Trinity, Conscience, Morality and Values, The Reformation and Beyond and Understanding
the Gospel Story.
Year 12 Religious Studies Units
Loss, Death, Grief and Dying and World Religions, the Modern Church, Biblical Studies,
Social Justice and Commitment and Ministry.
Year 13 Religious Studies Units
Christology, Ethics (with an emphasis on bioethics), Finding Meaning in Today’s World,
Biblical Studies and New Religious Movements.
Personal Development
The Religious Studies Faculty is responsible for developing the sexuality and personal
development aspects of the Health Curriculum. This is taught within a Catholic context using
principles from the Christian Family Life Programme and The Pontifical Council for the
Family.

Cultural Opportunities
Cultural opportunities play a significant role in the life of Villa students. We foster, nurture
and grow the talents of our girls over the years they are with us. A vibrant cultural
programme, where girls can seize opportunities, is central to our philosophy here at Villa.

Debating
Villa Maria College has a strong debating and public speaking culture. We offer girls a wide
range of opportunities including:
• Junior and Senior Debating teams, entered into the Canterbury competition
• The annual Bishop Lyons’ Shield competition between other Canterbury Catholic
schools, which involves debating, prepared and impromptu speaking, Scripture
readings and religious questions
• The Riccarton Rotary Club speech competitions
• Russell McVeagh Regional Debating Championship.

Kapa Haka
Toku reo toku ohooho – my language, my awakening
Villa Maria College Kapa Haka group has performed at regional competitions with expert
training and support from staff, parents and whānau. Kapa Haka provides leadership
opportunities for our students, as well as the exploration and expression of Māori culture
through song and dance. Our Junior Kapa Haka group is aimed at new students to the
school, and is a very welcoming option for students who were in Kapa Haka groups in their
primary/intermediate school. This is very well supported by our senior students and is a
fantastic nurturing environment that naturally leads into the main Kapa Haka group.

Pasifika Group
Villa Maria College Pasifika Group
celebrates the music, dance and
culture of our Pasifika nations. The
girls in the group perform at various
times during the year, including the
Spacifically Pacific Polyfest. The
group encompasses Year 9-13 girls,
and
provides
a
wealth
of
opportunities for friendships, support
and leadership roles.

Music Groups
Villa’s music groups are an opportunity for girls to develop their musical talents, and include:
• Percussion Ensemble
• Junior and Senior Orchestra
• Rock Bands
• Chamber Group.
Showcase Concerts take place twice a year, and our students also enter many local,
regional and national competitions.

Itinerant Music Lessons
Individual tuition is available on many instruments, including strings, woodwind, brass, guitar
(classical and electric) and drums. Instruments are available for hire directly from the
College. There are many performance opportunities throughout the year.

College Production
Each year, Villa and St Thomas of Canterbury
College produce a major musical production, and
students are encouraged to take part in this
exciting event.
This year, a cast of over a hundred students
across both Colleges are performing the stage hit
Hairspray. *to be confirmed

Choirs
The College is known for its choral and singing programme, and Villa choirs are among the
best in New Zealand. We boast three choirs; Prima Voce (Years 7-10), Con Brio (Years 1013) and Vivace (Years 10-13).
Vivace is our elite choir, and members are selected from within Con Brio. Both Vivace and
Con Brio have been to The Big Sing finals on many occasions. Most recently, Con Brio was
awarded a Silver award at the 2019 Big Sing finale in Dunedin. Just making the finals is an
enormous honour and well deserved.
In the past, Con Brio has also received the Youth Ambassadors Trophy; this award is given
to the choir that demonstrates outstanding engagement with all elements of The Big Sing
National Finale and, through their general demeanour, shows the qualities and spirit
requisite of Ambassadors for Youth – a real honour!
All choirs have opportunities throughout the year to perform in front of their peers, this is
especially beneficial for younger members in the choirs to build their confidence and to
aspire to the level of the senior choral groups. The choirs regularly get invited to regional
events which gives the students the chance
to represent the College.
Expert singing lessons are provided in
individual and group settings, making
them accessible and affordable for
everyone.

Sport at Villa
Villa is respected as one of the highest achieving and well-known sporting girls’ schools in
Christchurch and New Zealand. We offer 34 different sporting codes, so there is a sport at
Villa for everyone and sport is very much part of Villa life.
Our sporting philosophy
Sport at Villa is not just about winning and success in titles, it is also about participating,
having fun, forming friendships and being involved. We encourage all girls to participate in
a fit and healthy lifestyle with a positive attitude which flows on to other areas of the girls’
lives. We want to support girls who desire to be elite sportswomen while also giving
opportunities to all girls who want to develop and reap the benefits of being involved in sport
to the best of their ability.
Sports on offer
34 sports are offered at Villa Maria College. There is a sport for everyone!
• Netball - currently we have 220 players (24 teams in Years 9 - 13) playing netball on
Saturdays in the Christchurch club competition. Our Senior A team plays in the
Premier Tuesday night club competition.
• Hockey - Villa has four hockey teams. Over the past few years our 1st Xl has been
consistently placed in the top four at Federation Cup, the national secondary schools’
competition.
• Rowing - Villa is very involved in rowing. We have a squad of 38 rowers and are
currently ranked in the top four best girls’ schools in the South Island.
• Cycling - Villa is a regular winner of the Canterbury Secondary Schools’ Littoff Cup
and attends the Cuddon Tour in Blenheim and NZ secondary schools’ events. We
currently have 16 cyclists in our squad. Last year our senior time trial team placed
third nationally.
• Basketball - we have over 120 students playing in the Friday night competition. Our
Senior A team plays in the Whelan Trophy Competition.
• Athletics - more often than not, we have been named ‘Top Girls’ School’ in Athletics.
We currently hold the Canterbury and SISS record for the Senior 4x400m relay which
is the pinnacle event. Nationally, our team placed third.
• Equestrian - Equestrian is a growing sport here at Villa. Currently we compete in all
the CSS equestrian events.
• Rugby - our rugby team competes
in the Premier grade of the
Canterbury
School
Sport
Wednesday competition.
And there’s more! We also have
volleyball, dragonboating, football,
indoor netball, indoor football,
badminton, tennis, lawn bowls and
many more on offer.

College Events
House Sports Day
A fun event to kick start the year! Participation is
compulsory for all events – these can range from
gumboot throwing to skipping to 100m sprint races!
With everyone dressed in house colours, the “famous
Villa spiral relay” sees 600 students participating and is
an event well worth seeing.
Swimming Sports
The Villa Swimming Sports are held at Wharenui pool,
with three Houses participating in the morning and the
other three in the afternoon. From Swimming Sports
results, we select swimmers to compete at the
Canterbury Secondary Schools’ Championships and
then onto the South Island and New Zealand events.
Athletics Sports
Athletics Sports are held at the new Ngā Puna Wai athletic track. We hold this event outside
College hours as we are fortunate to have the expertise of the Papanui Toc H Club officials
to run these for us. Athletes qualify from this event to compete at the Canterbury Secondary
Schools’ Championships and then onto the South Island and New Zealand events.
Cross Country
Cross Country is a compulsory event for the whole College. It is held at Upper Riccarton
Domain in the first week of Term Two. We then have girls represent Villa at both the
Canterbury Secondary Schools’ Road Race (Hagley Park) and Cross Country (Halswell
Quarry) Championships and the New Zealand Secondary Schools Championships.

Mercy Cup
This is a favourite event of
many students. Mercy Cup
is an annual tradition, which
involves a tournament of
netball, soccer and hockey
played against other Mercy
Schools in the South Island.

Sports Awards
We hold a Sports Awards Evening annually. We invite top sports people to address the
students and recognise outstanding student achievement, performance and effort, and
outstanding examples of fair play and our Mercy Values.
Sports Golds and Silvers
‘Golds’ and ‘Silvers’, referred to in some schools as ‘Colours’ or ‘Pockets’, are awarded to
students in recognition of sporting achievements associated with the College. Golds are
awarded for excellence and outstanding achievement; combined with a valuable
contribution within the College. These are awarded annually at our Prize Giving. Silvers are
awarded for a very high standard of
achievement.

Facilities
We are proud of the modern facilities
Villa Maria College has to offer its
students.
We have an astro turf area that is
used for hockey, and four
plexi-paved tennis and netball
courts. The College swimming pool
has been refurbished to a high
standard and is very well heated.
Our Gymnasium includes a fullsized netball court; a full-sized
basketball
court;
a
full-sized
volleyball court; five badminton courts;
a well-equipped weights room; team training facilities; a viewing gallery (mezzanine); and
an attached classroom.

Coaching
Like all sports, we have a number of parents, past pupils and students assist with coaching.
All our teams have a coach or manager. Our top team coaches are paid and contracted to
Villa. We participate not only in regional events, but also South Island and National
Secondary Schools events. We send tournament teams to weekly tournaments in as many
codes as we can. We have a Teacher in Charge who goes with all travelling teams.
Some of our coaches include:
•
Kevin Meates, Head Rowing Coach - a very experienced rowing coach and former
NZ rower.
•
Laura Glen, Assistant Rowing Coach - a current NZ U23 rower.
•
Kenny Perkins, Senior A Basketball Coach - previous Canterbury Rams player
and Senior Basketball coach.
•
Matt Ling, 1st Xl Hockey Coach - Canterbury Age Group Representative Coach.
•
Ata Ling, 2nd Xl Hockey Coach - Canterbury Age group rep coach.
•
Jen Hooper, Senior A Netball Coach.
•
Julie Glen, Senior B Netball Coach - Villa past pupil and highly experienced
netballer.
•
Hayden Roulston, Head Cycling Coach - an Olympic Medallist and NZ track and
road cyclist, as well as a Cycling NZ coach.

Enrolment process for entry in 2021
Applications close on Friday 26 June 2020 for enrolment in 2021. While this is the
closing date, you are advised to get your applications in as soon as possible.
•

Complete the Application for Enrolment Form (available at Open Day, from the
College Office or on the College website www.villa.school.nz - New
Families>Enrolments)

•
•
•
•

Obtain a Preference Certificate from your Parish Priest
Attach the Preference Certificate to the Application Form
Attach a copy of your daughter’s Birth Certificate to the Application Form
Include an up to date Immunisation Certificate if possible (as per the Ministry of
Education requirements.)

Acceptance Letters
Families will receive acceptance letters via email in early August, which will be the same
time as most Christchurch secondary schools. Students and their caregivers will then be
invited to make an appointment with the College to discuss their educational needs.
A uniform deposit of $150 is paid on acceptance. This will be credited toward uniform costs.
If finance is a problem, please contact Ms Brosnahan.
For more information about the Villa Maria College Enrolment Scheme please visit the
College website: www.villa.school.nz. Look under the menu ‘New Families’ and select
‘Enrolment’.

Forming Faith Together
All girls new to Villa, with their parents, attend a Forming Faith Together Evening in the
College Auditorium.

Villa Maria College Year 9 Foundation Scholarship
The Villa Maria College Foundation Scholarship is to support a student entering Year 9
who is at risk of not accessing a Catholic (Mercy) education. You can view the application
form and criteria on our website:
www.villa.school.nz. Look under the menu
‘New Families’ and select ‘Enrolment’.

For more information visit our website:

www.villa.school.nz
Look under the menu

New Families, Enrolments.

Preference of Enrolment
A girl is entitled to Preference of Enrolment if she meets at least one of the following
criteria:
• The girl has been baptised or is being prepared for Baptism in the Catholic Church.
• The girl’s parents/guardians have already allowed one or more of her siblings to be
baptised.
• At least one parent/guardian is a Catholic, and although their daughter has not yet
been baptised, the girl’s participation in the life of the College could lead to the parents
having the girl baptised.
• With the agreement of the child’s
parent/guardian,
a
significant
familial
adult
such
as
a
grandparent, aunt or uncle who is
actively involved in the child’s
upbringing undertakes to support
the child’s formation in the faith and
practices of the Catholic Church.
• One or both of a girl’s non-Catholic
parents/guardians is preparing to
become a Catholic.
(Non-preference applications may be
supported by a letter from Vicar, Pastor or
Minister)

College Map

Dues and Parent Contributions
2021 fees will be confirmed and published on our website in December

Villa Maria College
21 Peer Street, Christchurch 8041
Tel 03 348 4165
Web www.villa.school.nz
Email villa@villa.school.nz

