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Introduction 

 

The Junior School curriculum at Villa Maria College reflects the intentions of the New 

Zealand Curriculum (2007). This includes providing a broad range of subjects in Years 7 

to 10, and ensure students have access to the eight essential learning areas from the 

National Curriculum Framework.  The programmes at Villa Maria College provide 

opportunities for students of all abilities to be challenged through engaging 

opportunities stretch their learning. This includes more able students and those needing 

additional learning assistance. 

At Villa Maria College we place a strong emphasis on developing critical, digital and 

numerical literacies which will support students in their senior studies and life beyond 

school, and value a balance between academic, physical, cultural, social and spiritual 

growth. Our Religious Studies programme is a reflection of the College’s special 

character.  

We encourage all girls to develop to their potential. Targeted tracking identifies girls’ 

strengths and weaknesses and the range of learning needs are supported through a 

variety of school programmes, for example Learning Support and Gifted and Talented 

(GATE) support. Junior classes are generally grouped according to House groups for 

core Subjects (Religious Studies, English, Social Studies, Physical Education and 

Science), while Mathematics is broken into bands.  

The purpose of this handbook is to provide students, parents and whanau with 

information regarding the College’s programmes of learning in Year 7-10.  



 Course Overview  



Year 7 -8  

In the Intermediate our girls are in combined Year 7- 8 classes. This allows the College 

to differentiate and develop courses which fit students’ needs and abilities.  

Students in the Intermediate complete integrated courses in their Homeroom classes 

which cover Literacy, Numeracy, and Social Studies.  Religious Studies is a special 

feature of our programmes.  In addition, specialist teaching is provided in Physical 

Education/Health, Te Reo Maori, the Arts (Art, Music, Drama/Dance) and Technology 

(Digital Technology, Food and Food and Textiles Technology). 

Year 9 

All students in Year 9 are together in house groups for Core classes in Religious 

Education, English, Social Studies, Physical Education and Science.  Girls are banded in 

Mathematics classes across three Houses.    

Students in Year 9 choose one Language from Te Reo Maori, ESOL, French, German or 

Japanese. 

In addition, students take modules in Health, Digital Technology, Food, Textiles, 

Sexuality and Financial Literacy. 

There is a Marae visit and retreat during term One. 

Year 10 

All students in Year 10 are together in house groups for Core classes in Religious 

Education, Social Studies, Physical Education/Health and Science.  Girls are banded in 

English and Mathematics classes.    

A range of options are offered to give girls choice. Girls choose (a) two full year options, 

or, (b) one full year and two half year options, or, (c) four half year options. Only one 

Language is able to be taken. 

Full year options             Half year options  

French     Food Technology  

German     Textiles Technology  

Japanese     Technology Enterprise  

Te Reo     Drama  

Art       Digital Technologies  

Music      

  



Religious Studies (Compulsory) 

Skills: 

The General Aims of the Religious Studies Curriculum are to develop appropriate knowledge, 

skills, attitudes and values through the effective delivery of the Learning Strands and to teach 

material that is theologically sound, using the resources of various cultures while allowing for 

each person’s free faith response.  It aims to enable young people to develop ways of 

integrating faith and life and culture and to integrate aspects of Religious Studies Te 

Whakaakoranga Whakapono with other learning areas where appropriate. Although the general 

aims are intentionally educational, the curriculum also assists young people to develop a 

relationship with God, and to be living witnesses to the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ as 

members of the Catholic Church, always recognising that this depends on each person’s free 

faith response. 

 

Content: 

Year 7 and 8 

 God – “the Father 

Almighty”: Te Atua – Io 

Matua Kore 

 Jesus Christ: Hehu Karaiti 

 The Holy Spirit: Te 

Wairua Tapu 

 Church – Community of 

Disciples: Te Whanau a 

Te Karaiti 

 Sacrament: Hakarameta 

 Communion of Saints: Te 

Kotahitanga o Te Hunga 

Tapu 

 

Year 9 and 10 

 Scripture and Tradition: Te Karaipiture me nga Tikanga Tuku Iho 

 Church History: Nga Korero Onamata o te Hahi 

 Theology: Te Rangahau Whakapono 

 Sacrament and Worship: Nga Tohu Tapu me te Whakamoemiti 

 Social Justice: Te Mahi Tika mo te Katoa 

 Human Experience: Te Hikoitanga o te Tangata 

  



English (Compulsory) 

 

Years 7-10 

 

Skills: 

These programmes enable students to develop the skills needed to understand, use and create 

oral, visual and written texts. Through engaging with a range of texts, students will become 

increasingly skilled and sophisticated speakers and listeners, writers and readers, presenters 

and viewers. In doing so students will gain a better understanding of language, literature and 

the world around them. 

 

Content: 

The courses cover the two strands of the New Zealand English Curriculum; Creating Meaning 

and Making Meaning, at Levels 4, 5 and 6. Students will be exposed to a range of fiction and 

non-fiction in many different genres. They will enjoy all kinds of writing; both formal and 

creative, including portfolio writing, letters, narratives, profiles, literary essays and research 

reports. The will also develop the ability to speak confidently and with purpose, and present in 

non-verbal ways. 

All learners are encouraged to build their personal reading through regular use of the LIRC and 

sustained reading of texts for the purpose of vocabulary extension, building contextual 

understanding and for enjoyment of the written word. 

Themes: 

Year 7 Who am I? 

Year 8 Who are we? 

Year 9 Journeys 

Year 10 Challenges 

 

  



Mathematics (Compulsory) 

 

Years 7-10 

Skills: 

These programmes enable students to develop the skills needed to understand how to solve 
problems in the real world. Through engaging with a range of strands, students will become 
increasingly skilled at utilising the correct mathematical concepts to solve problems presented 
to them in a real life context. 

 

Content: 

The courses cover the six strands of the New Zealand Mathematics Curriculum; Number, 
Algebra, Geometry, Measurement, Statistics and Probability, at Levels 3, 4, 5 and 6. Students 
will be exposed to a range of open and closed type questions in order to solve problems 
presented to them. They will be given a variety of situations and expected to select and reason 
the mathematics involved in the given situation. They will also be expected to learn certain 
basic facts and then use and apply this knowledge to more complex situations. 

All learners are encouraged to build their knowledge through recognising mathematical 
opportunities in real life and making sense of the given situations. An ability to be able to 
understand and use technology will be developed. 

  

  



Science (Compulsory) 

Year 7 & 8 

Skills: 

The students are encouraged to ask questions about the world they 

live in, learn how gain and use evidence through experiments and 

research to answer their questions. Students share their learning with 

their peers through presentations, discussions and practical demonstrations. Students are taught by 

Science teachers in specialist laboratories, and during the year learning opportunities are given that 

enhance understanding with field trips and guest speakers. 

Content: 

During the science course students will gain knowledge of the world, how science is important and 

part of their lives every day. The units of work cover all five of the NZ curriculum strands for 

Science: The living World, The Material World, The Physical World and Planet Earth and Beyond. 

Year 9 

The focus is “Science is all around us” and how it’s fun. By becoming interested students learn ‘what 

is science’ how Energy changes and what is the ‘Nature of Science’ 

Skills: 

As well as developing a broad knowledge of scientific theory and practical skills, students develop 

‘Scientific literacy and digital skills. This allows students to become creative and open minded in their 

thinking. This will allow them to appreciate that understanding of science is essential to decision 

making and empowers them to contribute more in our daily lives. 

Content: 

The units of work cover all five of the NZ curriculum strands for Science: The living World, The 

Material World, The Physical World and Planet Earth and Beyond. 

Year 10  

Skills: 

Year 10 Science continues to focus on developing the learner’s knowledge of scientific theory and 

practical skills.  

Content: 

Topics are based around Scientific issues and contexts, allowing the students to appreciate that 

understanding of science is essential to their lives. In addition, the course aims to build a foundation 

for Year 11, when the students will sit NCEA level 1 Science. The units of work cover all five of the 

NZ curriculum strands for Science: The living World, The Material World, The Physical World and 

Planet Earth and Beyond. 



 

Social Studies (Compulsory) 

 

Skills: 

Social Studies is about how societies work and how people can participate as critical, active, 

informed and responsible citizens. Contexts are drawn from the past, present and future and 

from places within and beyond New Zealand. Students develop a knowledge and understanding 

of the diverse and dynamic nature of society and how interactions occur among cultures, 

societies and environments. They develop and apply skills as they investigate society, explore 

issues, make decisions and work cooperatively. Students are also encouraged to identify and 

participate in social action. 

 

Content: 

Three units of learning are studied including current issues at each year level. 

Year 7 - 8 – Consumerism, Pasifika culture, rubbish, epidemics, leadership and rainforests. 

Year 9 – Systems of government, human rights and migration 

Year 10 – Poverty, the Treaty of Waitangi and events which have shaped New Zealand’s 

national identity. 

 

  



Physical Education and Health (Compulsory) 

Year 7-8 

Content:  

Physical Education and Health in Years 7 and 8 involves a basic introduction to movement and 

Physical Education and Health concepts. Over a two year programme the students experience a 

wide range of motor skills and develop their overall well-being (haoura). The emphasis is on 

involvement, enjoyment and co-operative learning activities.   

Physical Education activities may include: aquatics, jump jam, basketball, football, adventure 

based learning, aerobics, athletics and minor games.  

Health topics are taught over a two year programme and include: hauora, careers, nutrition, 

self-esteem, stereotypes and discrimination, Kia Kaha programme, Life Education, sexuality 

(puberty – taught each year).  

Skills:   

 Participating and contributing through class discussions in health and learning about team 

work and being inclusive in physical education classes  

 Thinking through developing ideas about tactics and strategies in game situations or 

through health and sociological topics by examining stereotypes and assumptions based on 

ethnicity, culture, economics and appearance.  

 Managing self by being prepared for each class and working successfully in practical 

situations  

 Relating to others by learning how to give and receive feedback and co-operate in the team 

situation  

 Using language, symbols and texts by developing their communication skills.  

  

Year 9  

Content:  

Physical Education and Health in Year 9 focusses on the students developing their motor skills 

while also developing constructive positive values and attitudes towards themselves and others.   

Physical Education activities may include: aquatics, sport choice, tchoukball, volleyball, 

badminton and tennis  

Health topics may include: Understanding health and hauora, interpersonal skills and 

relationships, mental health  

  



Skills:  

 Participating and contributing through class discussions in health and through team work in 

practical classes.  

 Thinking by: looking at life from other people’s points of view in Health classes; by critiquing 

a local swimming pool in Physical Education and by learning new tactics and strategies in 

new games e.g. tchoukball.  

 Managing self by being prepared for each lesson and working successfully towards goals.  

 Relating to others by: appreciating their own strengths and weaknesses and the strengths 

and weaknesses of others in sporting contexts; by practically developing their interpersonal 

skills throughout the year.  

 Using language, symbols and texts by developing their communication skills.  

 

Year 10  

Content 

Physical Education and Health in Year 10 continues to focus on students developing their motor 

skills while also developing constructive attitudes towards themselves and others. Opportunities 

are made available for the students to develop their leadership and social responsibility skills.  

Physical Education Activities may include: lifesaving, netball (sport education), korfball, dance 

and camp preparation.  

Health topics may include: Making health enhancing choices in relation to drugs, and body 

image and nutrition.  

Skills:  

 Participating and contributing through class discussions in health and through team work in 

practical classes.  

 Thinking by: learning how to identify and minimise risks in Health classes; choreographing a 

dance and by learning new tactics and strategies in new games e.g. korfball.  

 Managing self by being prepared for each lesson and working successfully towards goals, 

and by successfully keeping themselves and their friends safe on camp.  

 Relating to others by: learning how to give and receive feedback during practical classes 

and by developing their leadership and social responsibility.  

 Using language, symbols and texts by developing their communication skills.  

  

  

  

  

  



Languages - Years 7 - 10 

Ko tōu reo, ko tōku reo, te tuakiri tangata. Tīhei uriuri, tīhei nakonako 

Your voice and my voice are expressions of identity.  May our descendants live on and our hopes be 

fulfilled. 

 

Overview  

Learning a language gives us an understanding of and links us to the world we live in. It gives us 

insight into different ways of interpreting our own perspectives and various world views, beliefs and 

practices. Students extend their linguistic skills and cultural understanding through language 

learning and they develop key skills to interact respectfully as global citizens. As they learn a 

language, students discover new ways of learning, new ways of knowing, and more about their own 

capabilities. 

The emphasis across all languages in Years 7 to 10 is on effective communication and developing 

intercultural understanding. The focus is on students building confidence in the language skills; 

listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing, presenting and performing in each target language. 

A range of Online sites and other technology is used to enhance language acquisition at all levels. 

Te Reo Māori 

Year 7-8 (Compulsory) 

Content: 

As an official language of Aotearoa, Te Reo Māori is a recognised taonga under the Treaty of 

Waitangi. By understanding and communicating in Te Reo Māori, young New Zealanders become 

aware of how language and culture play a role in shaping our identity and defining our point of 

difference in the wider world. 

 Tōku whānau – My family 

 Pūreta and Mita – Māori alphabet and pronunciation 

 Ngā mihi – Greetings 

 Ngā kare ā roto – Feelings 

 Te huarere – The weather 

 Ngā rā o te wiki – Days of the weeek 

 Ngā marama o te tau – Months of the year 

 Ngā wahi – Locations 

 Matariki – Māori New Year 

Skills: 

Through learning Te Reo Māori and becoming increasingly familiar with tikanga, our students 

strengthen their identities and develop shared cultural understandings. The focus at year 7 and 8 is 

on developing the language skills of listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and presenting or 

performing so students can understand and use familiar expressions and everyday vocabulary. 



Year 9  

The aim is for students to understand and use familiar expressions and every day vocabulary to 

interact in simple supported situations through the choice of ONE of the following four Languages. 

In Year 9 ONE language is compulsory. 

Te REO Māori 

Content: 

As an official language of Aotearoa, Te Reo Māori is a recognised taonga under the Treaty of 

Waitangi. By understanding and communicating in Te Reo Māori, young New Zealanders become 

aware of how language and culture play a role in shaping our identity and defining our point of 

difference in the wider world. 

 Tōku whānau – My family 

 Pūreta and Mita – Māori alphabet and pronunciation 

 Ngā mihi – Greetings 

 Ngā kare ā roto – Feelings 

 Te huarere – The weather 

 Ngā rā o te wiki – Days of the weeek 

 Ngā marama o te tau – Months of the year 

 Ngā wahi – Locations 

 Matariki – Māori New Year 

Skills: 

Through learning Te Reo Māori and becoming increasingly familiar with tikanga, our students 

strengthen their identities and develop shared cultural understandings. The focus at year 9 is on 

developing the language skills of listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and presenting or 

performing so students can understand and use familiar expressions and everyday vocabulary. 

 

Japanese  

Content: 

This course invites students to speak in Japanese using the language they are comfortable with as 

they acquire it in a class immersion setting. Students learn to read and write hiragana script and 

some kanji. They learn to interact with others showing social awareness and make connections with 

their own language(s) and culture(s) as they discover interesting aspects of Japanese language and 

culture. Students develop confidence to use Japanese without hesitation and to describe everyday 

situations with a range of gestures, songs, chants, visual aids and online resources and tools. 

Skills: 

The focus at Year 9 is on developing the language skills of listening, reading, viewing, speaking, 

writing and presenting or performing so students can understand and use familiar expressions and 

everyday vocabulary. 



French  

Content: 

Students taking Year 9 French will experience language learning by immersion, using the AIM 

(Accelerated Integrative Method) which is a Canadian-developed programme. Language is taught 

and acquired by means of gesture and speaking. Students participate by copying the gestures and 

repeating the words. Students are then able in groups to present a simple play entirely in French, 

based on the language learned. There is also a written component, with students completing 

workbook exercises independently and in groups. In addition, online access is provided to the AIM 

Portal so students can practice vocabulary at home. Each class normally covers two or three plays in 

the course of a year. They are ‘Les Trois Petits Cochons’ (The Three Little Pigs); Comment Y Aller? 

(How to Get There) and L’Arbre Ungali (The Ungali Tree - An African Fable). 

Skills: 

By the end of the year, students will have had exposure to a 

vocabulary of around 800 words, practised a natural sounding 

accent, and gained the confidence to ask questions and interact 

spontaneously in French! 

Study in French works around developing the Key Competencies; 

students will make connections between French and the languages they already know, and will 

begin to observe patterns in French. Students will develop discipline in the regular practice of new 

language at home.  Students will be challenged to ‘trust their ears’ first, then to add the second 

layer of competency in written French, which involves accents and silent letters. Through 

participating and contributing students will support each other as they take the ‘risk’ of speaking a 

new language. They will work together and work cooperatively to present a short play. Students will 

encounter aspects of culture relating to France and Canada in particular, and learn to appreciate 

that another language and its speakers are “not weird, just different.” 

German  

Content: 

Students at Year 9 are working mainly at level 1 and 2 of the The New Zealand Curriculum.  Topics 

are based around an online text book Stimmt! 1. This was a new textbook in 2016 which has proven 

very interactive. Students can access the textbook at any time. 

Topics include: Meine Welt und Ich,(me & my world) Familie und Tiere, (family and pets) Freizeit, 

(free time) die Schule (school) and Gute Reise (travels) 

 

Skills: 

The focus at Year 9 is on developing the language skills of listening, reading, viewing, speaking, 

writing and presenting or performing so students can communicate information and ideas about 

their own lives and backgrounds. 



Year 10 

Students may choose to continue in their Language option from Year 9.  

Te Reo Māori 

Content: 

As an official language of Aotearoa, Te Reo Māori is a recognised taonga under the Treaty of 

Waitangi. By understanding and communicating in Te Reo Māori, young New Zealanders 

become aware of how language and culture play a role in shaping our identity and defining our 

point of difference in the wider world. 

 Āhea, māhea – When, where 

 Te wa – Time 

 Ngā rā ki muri, ngā rā o naianei, ngā rā kei te heke mai – Past, present, future 

 Ngā momo haerenga – Modes of transport 

 Ngā tohutohu – Directions 

 Matariki – Māori New Year 

 Te Marae me te Pōwhiri – The Meeting House and the Welcome Ceremony 

 Tono, whakaaetanga, whakanau – Request, accept, decline 

Skills: 

Through learning Te Reo Māori and becoming increasingly familiar with tikanga, our students 

strengthen their identities and develop shared cultural understandings. The focus at year 10 is 

on developing the language skills of listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing and 

presenting or performing so students can understand and use familiar expressions and 

everyday vocabulary. 

 

Japanese 

Content: 

This course builds on language skills developed during Years 9 and assumes students are 

familiar with reading and writing hiragana script and some kanji. Students learn to read and 

write katakana script and build their repertoire of kanji they are familiar with. There is a 

continued focus on genuine communication as students learn to understand and produce 

language to express their ideas and describe aspects of their immediate environment. 

Skills: 

The focus at year 10 is on developing the language skills of listening, reading, viewing, 

speaking, writing and presenting or performing so students can communicate information and 

ideas about their own lives and backgrounds. 

 



French 

Students continue with Year 10 with French after Year 9. It is a year-long course with a time 

allocation of three periods per week. However new students entering the school could pick up 

French at this level too. Students at Year 10 are working mainly at Level 3 and 4 of the New 

Zealand Curriculum. 

Content: 

Year 10 students will work from a textbook series called Ça Alors! designed by a 

French/Australian team. Topics covered are: Greetings, School Life, Leisure Activities, Family, 

Date and Weather and Food (Book 1) and Holidays, Train Travel, House and Home and 

Shopping for Clothes. (Book 2). The book also contains cultural information on interesting 

places to visit in France and New Caledonia. 

Skills: 

By the end of the year, students will have consolidated and extended their vocabulary from 

Year 9. They will have listened to French spoken by native-speakers at slightly less than real-life 

pace. They will have had many opportunities to speak in pairs, to participate in group activities 

and to complete individual written work. They will have gained greater confidence in interacting 

spontaneously in French, and begun to develop responsibility for asking questions to extend 

their own knowledge. Students will have completed many online homework tasks designed to 

aid their language acquisition. Finally, students will have found a system that works for them to 

begin learning the grammatical rules and patterns in French. 

Girls work to develop the Key Competencies through; 

 Thinking – Students will make continue to make connections between French and the 

languages they already knew, and will begin to accurately reproduce grammatical 

patterns in French. 

 Managing Self – Students will maintain discipline in the regular practice of new language 

at home. 

 Using Language and Symbols – Students will be challenged to continue to be open and 

flexible in listening well and speaking comprehensibly. They will be encouraged to do 

what it takes to produce accurate written French, as well as to understand well the 

French they are reading. 

 Participating and Contributing – Students will support each other by participating fully in 

pair and group work independently, and by using as much French as possible in class. 

 Relating to Others – Students will encounter aspects of culture relating to France and 

New Caledonia in particular, and appreciate more fully that another language and its 

speakers are “not weird, just different.” 

 

 



German 

Content: 

Students at Year 10 are working mainly at level 3 and 4 of the The New Zealand Curriculum. At 

Yr10, the aim is to further develop confidence and increase the students’ ability to speak in 

everyday situations and to expand their knowledge of Germany and its customs. 

In 2017, Y10 students will continue working through Stimmt!2 This will be a new textbook and 

course and continues on from Stimmt!1. It is also an online textbook. Topics covered will be: 

Ferien (holidays) Bist du ein Medienfan? Which includes film, books and authors and tv, Bleib 

Gesund (staying healthy), Klassenreisen macht Spaß (travel, giving directions) and Wir gehen 

aus (clothing and style, going out and learning how to state their opinion) 

Skills: 

The focus at Year 10 is on developing the language skills of listening, reading, viewing, 

speaking, writing and presenting or performing so students can communicate information and 

ideas about their own lives and backgrounds. 

 

  



Art 

Year 7-8 

Content: 

Year 7 and 8 operate as a core class with a 2- year rotation. Assessments are global and students 

operate at their own level within the range of Level 3-5 of the curriculum. All key competencies are 

involved in each area of study.  Students will study collage as a means of image production, both flat and 

in 3 dimensions. They will collect and analyse a range of collage artworks, examine methods and 

materials and complete their own creative artworks. Text studies will involve deconstruction of words and 

text and the ideas within, leading to re-construction, and spatial discovery through 3D collage and 

construction techniques. 

Year 1 Discovering text shapes, deconstructing and developing new forms followed by 3D construction 

Year2 Collage as art. Discovering artists techniques and ideas. Development of her own work. 

Year 9 

Content: 

All key competencies will be involved in drawing, design with three dimensional studies, and story 

illustration. Students will work through a range of tasks frame-worked to allow individual success at the 

student’s own level. All essential skills will be taught and in addition personal innovation and problem-

solving will be praised. A range of assessments will be used from self- assessment, peer assessment and 

formal methods. Students will study drawing though still life, perspective of open spaces and how we see 

and record light. Further drawing techniques with pen will be involved in colour illustration of a children’s 

story. Three dimensional studies will be incorporated into design process and development, run as a 

collaborative exercise. Children’s illustration will involve pen drawing style, imaginative content and 

application of transparent dyes. 

Year 10 

Content: 

Students will explore art-making processes, discover artists methods and concepts, devise and 

communicate their own ideas through a series of frame-worked tasks which allow each girl to develop 

and succeed at her own level. The essential skills in drawing, and sculptural studies will be taught and 

fully discussed to allow students to develop full control of their ideas and production. Additionally problem 

solving and innovation will become progressively essential components. 

 Exploration of the figure through drawing discovering weight-bearing, proportion, balance and 

posture. 

 Constructionist ideas and research to recognise volume and minimalism. 

 Artist study Antony Gormley – recognising space through a range of studies of his work. 

 Activating space- concept development to develop recognition of an unseen space. 

 Anthropological studies – where man’s thinking began to make art, what it was and how we can 

recognise art in the contemporary world. 

 Individual research looking at artists use of space, particularly in contemporary sculpture. 

 Devising of own work through research, drawing and production of a series of sculptural works. 

 



Music  

Year 7-8 

Content:  

The course concentrates on developing practical performance skills. Students learn to play the 

recorder and the ukulele. They then will perform on these instruments and sing pieces suitable for 

their skill level. Composition will be taught and students will compose and perform a TV jingle. There 

will also be a research component to the course. 

Skills:  

Reading Music, developing theory skills, performance skills and learning to work collaboratively with 

others to create and perform music. 

Year 9 

Content:  

The course builds on content learnt in Year 7/8 and caters for individual strengths. Students will 

learn to compose music using the Sibelius computer programme. They will perform music such as a 

Rap, and learn keyboard and guitar/ ukulele skills. The students will learn more advanced musical 

theory and develop their listening skills. 

Skills: 

Reading Music, developing theory skills, performance skills and learning to work collaboratively with 

others to create and perform music. 

 

Year 10 

Content:  

At this level students start to specialise in their own instrument of choice. This includes voice. More 

in-depth musical theory and composition is taught leading to students arranging and composing 

music of their choice. Students learn about a range of musical forms including Classical Music, World 

Music and Popular Music. 

Skills:  

Research and presentation skills, composition, performance skills and listening skills. Independent 

work habits. 

 

  



Drama 

Years 7-8 Drama/Dance 

This is a two year course that looks at skills and content in both Dance and Drama. 

Content:  

Dance and drama cover learning the ways of working and basic components of both Dance and 

Drama, learning the terminology and applying this to create new performance. Examining current 

forms of Dance and Working in Role in Drama 

Skills: 

Learning how to work in groups: collaborating with others, creating new ideas with others. Learning 

to stay focussed and in role when rehearsing and performing. Learning to express ideas through the 

use of your body, voice, movement and space. 

Year 9  

Content:  

The Year 9 course is half a year for 3 lessons a week; the key question for year 9 is “how is 

meaning created in drama?” Topics include: understanding how Dramatic space can be used to 

communicate, the theatre form of Puppetry, creating new Drama and performance, analysing their 

own work and the work of others. 

Skills: 

Innovation, inquiry, and curiosity through discussion, finding creative ways to create drama, using 

technology, solving problems.  Collaboration skills through learning to work with all in the class, 

discovering others point of view through dramatic exploration, the concept of saying yes to 

everything 

Year 10  

Content: 

The course builds on the work from Year 9. Students will develop understandings of and skill of 

using drama techniques in various ways to create character in performance. They will develop their 

own original drama paying particular attention to the Elements of Role , Time, Place and Situation. 

Students will also experiment with creating and performing scripts. Students will analyse their own 

performances and those of others. 

Skills: 

Developing creativity through experimentation with voice, body, movement and space to create 

character through enhanced observation , movement exercises, vocal work and experimenting with 

various conventions to deepen understanding of the elements of drama. Especially role, situation, 

time and place.  Girls develop collaboration skills through extended work in groups and analysis skills 

through discussion of their work and the work of others.  



Technology 

People use Technology to expand their possibilities through the development of products, 

systems and environments. Technology acknowledges the continual changes that occur in our 

world and allows students the scope to use their creative, intellectual and practical resources. 

Year 7-8 Technology classes are taught as a trimester of 24 lessons. 

Year 9 is taught over a half year and encompasses all the contexts. 

Year 10 is taught over a half year. 

Year 7-8  

Digital Technologies  

This course will develop students’ skills in IT so they become familiar with the school software 

e.g. Office 365. Students will learn good file management and skills in both digital literacy and 

digital citizenship. Over the two year cycle with Years 7 and 8 DTY, students will learn skills and 

knowledge from the digital technologies strands of digital media using animation, and computer 

science and programming with an emphasis on robotics. As well as the learning of digital skills 

and content, students will be exposed to generic technology practice which involves brief 

development and evaluation. 

Food 

This course introduces the girls to working together in the school kitchen. It examines the 

nutritional needs of teenagers. The girls learn about and use good food hygiene to cook a 

number of dishes that appeal to their age group. The course emphasizes working together, 

being organized and having fun in the kitchen. Over the two year cycle, the girls plan, design 

and make their choice of two different food items. 

Textiles 

This course enables the students to use the design process to be creative in addressing an issue 

and devising their own solution. Over the two year cycle the girls are able to focus on 

researching, developing, designing, manipulating and trialing: each year the course swaps the 

focus between Textiles and Jewellery materials. The students explore the possible outcomes, 

plan their time and consult with stakeholders about their designs. 

Year 9 

Year 9 Technology is taught over a half year and encompasses Food, Materials and Digital contexts. 

Students use the Technology Design Process to determine a need or opportunity that they are able 

to independently address through guided planning, research, brief writing, experimentation, trialing 

and evaluation. The students start off by having fun experiencing all the different context areas 

before using two of the areas to solve their issue. The aim of this unit is to have students experience 

working independently on an issue or problem of their own choosing. Students are able to choose 

how they document their project – either video, blog, portfolio diary, OneNote etc.  



 

Year 10  

Digital Technologies 

This course will develop students’ skills in IT by building on their knowledge of the Year 9 DTY 

course. Students will manage digital content more efficiently. Students will learn to use a range of 

digital media and IT techniques by producing a magazine cover and a prototype that is an outcome 

for which planning, brief development, functional modelling, conceptual designs and evaluation have 

been developed to suit a particular audience. Students will also experience learning involving 

programming with coding. Students will gain confidence in a specialist environment by: 

 Implementing information management skills in MS Word 

 Implementing digital media skills in MS Publisher and Adobe Illustrator 

 Develop digital media skills in Adobe Photoshop 

 Create and use simple command sequences in a computer language with programming and 

animation in Scratch 

 An introduction to Python, a programming language 

Food 

This course provides plenty of hands on food preparation. The girls use safe food practices to make 

a variety of dishes. Once they have mastered the routines and food safety requirements they move 

onto designing their own food product to address a given brief. The girls are able to choose any 

food product that fits the specifications. They use research and survey tools to determine the most 

marketable product. The product is trialed and modified as required before a final evaluation is 

conducted. This is a fun hands-on course where students work together to help each other complete 

their products. 

Textiles 

This course offers students the opportunity to use the design process to make design decisions and 

develop and make a Textile item of their choosing. The girls are guided through Technology Practice 

and learn to plan, work with stakeholders, examine trends and the practicalities of their designs, 

problem solve, write design briefs, experiment with Textile materials, learn sewing skills, and 

evaluate and justify their designs. This is a fun hands on course with plenty of room for the girls to 

be creative and manage their own projects to completion. 

Technology Enterprise 

Tech Enterprise teaches the girls team work, problem solving, independence, planning skills, a 

variety of digital skills, marketing and budgeting methods and pricing. It allows them to be creative 

and entrepreneurial in developing a product or service of their choosing. The girls are able to 

practice these skills on a variety of smaller scale activities before forming into groups to design and 

develop their product in preparation for Market Day. The products are then sold to the school 

community on a special Market day. The results are then analyzed and evaluated. This is a fun, 

hand on course with an emphasis on working together, problem solving and marketing. 

 



Financial Literacy 

Year 9 

Content: 

 The History of Money 

 Income/Taxation 

 Decision Making 

 Budgeting 

 Impulse Buying 

 Saving/Kiwisaver 

 Borrowing, Credit and Interest 

Skills: 

This module is designed to develop students’ financial literacy skills as well as giving them a 

broad understanding of economic issues. The course introduces students to topics and skills 

which they can use throughout their lives in a fun and hands on way. They are “paid” to attend 

class and are given opportunities to increase their earnings during the course, while being 

subjected to a tax regime also. At the completion of the course they are able to spend their 

earnings at an auction. 

 

  



Sexuality 

By recalling the scriptural foundations of the Church’s teachings, Sexuality allows students to see 

themselves as sexual beings and to use the knowledge in a responsible manner. Students review 

their attitudes and values in relation to the Church’s teaching on sexuality and to arrive at an 

understanding of the philosophy behind those teachings. 

 

Year 7-8  

Content: 

 Learn about intimate personal relationships and sexual attraction highlighting respect and 

communication skills  

 Learn about the processes of conception and child birth 

Skills: 

Students will 

 Learn how to support themselves and others during pubertal change and develop a positive 

self-image 

 Critically explore how gender and sexuality messages affect well-being and plan strategies to 

support inclusion, diversity and respect in friendships and relationships (including in online 

environments) 

 Analyse how sexuality is represented in social media and critique dominant messages. 

 Develop assertiveness skills and recognise instances of bullying and discrimination and 

question and discuss gender norms 

 

Year 9-10 

Content: 

Students will: 

 Learn about intimate relationships and explore positive sexual health 

 Learn how to manage their own sexual health and how to access health care 

 Review conception 

 Examine long and short term effects of sexual decisions 

 Learn about contraception, sexually transmissible infections and other aspects of sexual 

decision-making 

 Learn about the physical and emotional effects of sexual identity, sexual attraction and 

sexual maturation 

 Critique dominant cultural messages and sexual behaviour (including those on mass and 

online media) and identify skills for positive and supportive intimate relationships. 

 Will discuss human rights, consent, and the importance of choice and agency in relationships 

 Explore online and social media environments and plan strategies for positive and supportive 

engagement  



 

Gifted and Talented Students 

At Villa Maria College we want to help your daughter to reach 

her full potential. Students with particular gifts and talents are 

included on the College Gate Register. These students are 

monitored by the Gifted and Talented Co-Ordinator and 

extended by classroom teacher. This may include 

differentiation, acceleration, multi-level studies or 

personalised learning programmes. 

There are also many opportunities for enrichment outside of 

the classroom that allow students to further demonstrate and 

develop their skills. These include competitions, quizzes, 

workshops and courses. These will be promoted by the Gifted 

and Talented Co-ordinator or relevant subject teacher and 

advertised in the student notices and on the academic 

noticeboard. 

Enquiries to: Jan Millar Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator 

 

Learning Support 

The Learning Support Department co-ordinates support services for individual students 
or for small groups with special education needs through: 

 Teacher aide assistance 
 Academic assessments 
 Literacy and numeracy classes for seniors 
 Links with community agencies 
 Individual and small group tuition  
 Correspondence lessons 
 Applications to NZQA for Special Assessment Conditions 
 Reader/writer services 
 Individual educational programmes 
 Peer tutoring 

The department works with students who request assistance themselves, whose 
parents/ caregivers request assistance or whose teachers request assistance for them.  

Enquiries to: Hester Warren, SENCO for teacher.  

  


