
Mercy in Action @ Villa 

As media commentators frantically spun words for their post-budget column 

deadlines, the Villa community was crafting its own budget summary with a very special focus - Child 

Poverty. 

Villa staff members, Beth and Kathy Watson joined forces with the Child Poverty Action Group 

(CPAG) to organise a post-budget breakfast. CPAG speak out on behalf of the thousands of children 

(285,000) in New Zealand whose meagre standard of living compromises their health, education and 

well-being. 

 

Breakfast guests were treated to a superb range of expert speakers including: Professor Paul Dalziel, 

Deputy Director, Agribusiness and Economics Research Unit, Lincoln University; Associate Professor 

Kathleen Liberty, Convenor, Early Intervention, School of Health Sciences, University of Canterbury; 

Maria Browne, Plunket Nurse; Lyndon Rogers, Social Justice Advocate for Anglican Advocacy, with 

Year 11 Villa students, Fiona McKay and Claudia McNulty. 

 

Speakers acknowledged the increase in benefits announced in this year’s Budget was the first 

tangible acknowledgement from the National government that poverty amongst our nation’s 

poorest is an issue.  

 

Maria Browne painted a bleak picture of life in poverty for many children she sees in her Plunket 

work. Overcrowded accommodation, ill health and raised levels of stress all contribute to poor 

quality of life for these youngsters, not only now but also into their futures.  

 

Kathleen Liberty spoke about her research which confirms that, post-quake, many young 

Cantabrians are struggling with poor mental health and high levels of anxiety, circumstances 

aggravated for those living below the poverty line.  

 

Lyndon, Fiona and Claudia illustrated how practical responses are not difficult: with other Villa 

students they have worked to build relationships between Villa and a nearby decile 2 primary school 

resulting in joint activities such as simple school breakfasts for these primary pupils. 

 

Paul Dalziel acknowledged the good work done by CPAG and those gathered in the audience in 

making child poverty an issue that the government cannot ignore. He stressed that, in twenty-five 

years’ time, the budget deficit that the government is so concerned about will be insignificant 

compared with the ‘generational deficit’ of our children’s sacrificed futures if we cannot, as a nation, 

address child poverty urgently. 

 


