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Riccarton Primary Breakfast Club 

In true Mercy spirit, two of our Year 11 girls, Claudia McNulty and Fiona McKay have been helping to 

provide breakfast for young students.  We asked Claudia to share some of her experience with us. 

_________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Breakfast Club is a before school programme at Riccarton Primary that serves free breakfast to the 

children at the Decile 2 school. It was first organised by a local youth worker Lyndon Rogers after he 

spoke to us as part of a Social Studies topic on poverty that we had studied. We work with Emma, the 

full time volunteer and youth worker there, and a few fellow Villa girls. The girls go in of a morning at 

7.30 and set up tables, utensils and prepare food. At the end of the breakfast, which runs for roughly 

an hour, everything is packed up. 

The experience of working at Breakfast Club has taught me so much about how you can grow as a 

person just by being aware of the people around you and the opportunities you can take to help out. I 

learnt that purely making connections and building relationships with people can make a difference. 

Talking and getting to know someone living below the poverty line can sometimes have the same 

effect as giving them clothes or food. Overall though, I've come to recognise that it only takes 

initiative to make a difference.  

We could use all of the help we can get! Right now we're working on a few new initiatives, and the 

more volunteers we have means we can have more impact on the communities and families around 

us. You can get involved simply by contacting Miss Watson, Mrs Watson or the girls involved and 

myself. It really is a rewarding experience that I love being a part of.  

 

Claudia McNulty  

 

 


