[bookmark: _GoBack]Greetings, Cead Mile Failte, to our Board Trustees, our Proprietor Representatives, new staff, new students and their parents.

Today the new teachers and students become part of a long and proud tradition.  Villa Maria College is 94 years old - 2012 is a mere 6 years to the centennial of the College.  Those of you quick mathematicians will have worked out that the Year 7 girls entering today will be the Year 13 students in 2018 – our 100th birthday.  What an amazing event to look forward to!!

What does that rich tradition offer you?  Education in mercy, in compassion and in social justice.  Knowledge of the gospels and God’s unceasing love for you!  A supportive family in which you will make friends for life! An excellent education that will fit you for life – not just for a career or job!

You must realise that all this is freely given, but you cannot be passive or indifferent.  You have to want to be a Villa girl; you have to want to mature into a Mercy woman who can make a difference in her world.  

From today you will learn to understand that your excellent education is not just for your benefit – it is for the benefit of all those who touch your life – 
· your mum and dad, 
· your brothers and sisters (if you are blessed to have those), 
· your neighbours, 
· your friends at school and outside school, 
· the people in your parish whom you meet at Mass
· the people with whom you work, 
· the people with whom you play sport or create dance, drama or music

Villa has so much to offer – take advantage of it all.  
· Do your very best in every class
· Join a Mercy Action Group and have outreach to those in need
· Play sport – to be fit and healthy
· Play sport competitively or for fun with your friend
· Learn to play a musical instrument
· Audition for a choir
· Seek ways to give to the College community by being aware and helpful.
St Mary of the Cross McKillop said “never see a need without doing something about it”.  If we have thoughts such as that in our mind, then everything we think, do and say will be positive and will empower others.

There will be no time or space in your daily life to be mean or nasty to another person.  You will not need to feel bigger, brighter or better than others – you will simply want to make others feel better for having talked with you, worked in a group with you or played a sport with you. 

A long, long time ago when I was a Villa girl, our principal Sr Jerome (Sr Pauline O’Regan) told us
· The best people talk about ideas
· If you cannot manage that all the time, talk about things – books you have read, movies you have seen
· She went on to say the “lowest people talk about people”.  And I guess today she would say the “lowest people talk, text, twitter and face book about people”.

I challenge you to be the best person you can possibly be during your 7 or 5 or fewer years at Villa. 
I challenge you to be the best person you can possibly be day by day – making good choices.

You are most welcome.  We are excited that other generation of Villa girls are part of our family.  We welcome you with love and with mercy.  We pray that God will bless you every day of your life.  

No reira, ka nui te mihi ki a koutou katoa
Tena Koutou, tena koutou, tena tatou katoa.



