Ms Beth Watson is a new staff member at Villa Maria College.  Her mother and grandmother both taught at the College which makes her appointment very special indeed.
Tēnā, koutou katoa 

Ka nui te mihi, ki a koutou katoa 

E te rangatira, tena-koe 

E te tumuaki Mary, tena-koe 

Ko to katoa, tena-koe, mo kotu mihi whakatau, ki a matou.

Ko matou nga kaimahi, me nga akonga hou. 

Tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā tātou katoa.  

It is an honour and a privilege to be speaking on behalf of the new staff and students at Villa Maria. It doesn’t seem like too many years since I was one of the Year 9s being welcomed into the Villa community for the first time. I remember the school uniform that I was assured I would ‘grow into’ and my first few days where I felt like I was constantly ‘looking up’ to all the older kids in the school.

When you enter a marae part of the tradition is to remember your ancestors and those who have gone before you. In a similar way, as I entered this building I thought of my own family history and connection with this school. My grandfather was one of the first students at the Meadow School that was located on this land before Villa was established. He always prides himself in being one of the few boys to have attended Villa! I think of my grandmother who was head of science here for many years. I think of my younger sister who attended Villa and would often mistakenly be called ‘Beth’ by the teachers. And I look across the gym and see my mum who attended Villa, and is now teaching alongside me. 

Villa is a community and one in which you will always remain, from the moment you enter for the first time. Some of you starting today will also have had mums, aunts or grandmas who attended the school. Some of you may have older sisters already at the school, or younger ones for whom you pave the way. Whether you have had family here before you or you are the first in your family to attend Villa, you are now part of this family. The friendships you forge, the opportunities you grasp and the Mercy values that will be instilled in you. Remember too that a family is not just the people, but also the common values that you hold.

On behalf of the new staff to Villa Maria, I wish to thank you for the warm welcome we have received. It is an exciting opportunity for each of us to be welcomed into the Villa family. I know that we are looking forward to the opportunity to get to know many of you in our classes, our vertical groups and in other situations around the school. On Monday the staff came together to start the year by celebrating mass. This mass reminded us of what a close and supportive community this is. We understand the responsibility entrusted in us to guide each one of you in your learning.

To the new students who are starting Villa for the first time. When I think back to the ‘growing into’ and ‘looking up’ that I did when I first became a part of the Villa family I realise that they were metaphors for what this school provides for each of us. As students, as teachers and as members of this family. Each one of you is given an incredible opportunity to grow and be supported by the Mercy values that underpin everything that we do. To stand tall with our sense of belonging and our desire to make the world a better place, even if only in our local community. And there are so many things to look up to. The pupils who have gone before us. The senior students who provide leadership. The teachers and students in our classes who challenge us to challenge ourselves.

I want to leave you with a Maori proverb that reminds us of the value and importance of learning and knowledge:

Ko te manu e kai ana i te miro, nōna te ngahere.
Ko te manu e kai ana i te mātauranga, nōna te ao.

The Bird that eats of the Miro tree owns the forest. The bird that feasts on knowledge owns the world.
